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S ƵŵŵĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ�Ă�ƉĂƌƟĐƵͲ
ůĂƌůǇ� ĨƌƵŝƞƵů� ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ� ƐĞĂͲ

ƐŽŶ͘� �Ɛ� /� Ăŵ� Ă� ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ͕� /� Ăŵ�
ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞ� ŝŶ� ŚĂǀŝŶŐ� Ă� ƚǁŽ-
ŵŽŶƚŚ� ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ� ƚŚĂƚ� ĂůůŽǁƐ� ŵĞ�
ƚŽ�ĚĞǀŽƚĞ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ�
ƚŽ� ĚƌĞĂŵŝŶŐ͕� ƚŽ� ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ͕� ƚŽ�
ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ� ĂŶĚ͕� ĂďŽǀĞ� Ăůů͕� ƚŽ� ǁƌŝͲ
ƟŶŐ͘�dŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ǁŚĂƚ�/�ĚŝĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƵŵͲ
ŵĞƌ�ǁŚĞŶ� /�ǁĂƐ� ŝŶ�DŽŶƚƌĞĂů͕� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�>ĂƵƌĞŶƟĂŶƐ͕�ŝŶ�YƵĞďĞĐ��ŝƚǇ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ŝŶ� <ĂŵŽƵƌĂƐŬĂ͖� ĂŶĚ� ĂůƐŽ�
ŚĞƌĞ͕� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ďĂŶŬƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ZĞĚ�
ZŝǀĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�>Ă�^ĂůůĞ͘�/�ǁĂƐ�ĂďůĞ�
ƚŽ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚ�ŵǇ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�ƚŽ�
ǁƌŝƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽĞƚƌǇ� /� ƚŽůĚ� ǇŽƵ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ŶĞǁƐůĞƩĞƌ͘�dŚĞ�
ǁŽƌŬ� ŝƐ� ŶŽǁ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŚĂŶĚƐ� ŽĨ� Ă�
ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� /� Ăŵ� ǁĂŝƟŶŐ� ƚŽ�
ŚĞĂƌ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�ŽĨ�
ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ� ŝƐ� ƉůĞĂƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ� ŝƚ͘��ůĞĂ�
ũĂĐƚĂ� ĞƐƚ� ;ƚŚĞ� ĚŝĞ� ŝƐ� ĐĂƐƚͿ� ĂƐ� 

:ƵůŝƵƐ��ĂĞƐĂƌ�ƐĂŝĚ�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�
ƚŚĞ� ZƵďŝĐŽŶ͖� ŐŽŽĚŶĞƐƐ͕� ǇĞƚ�
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ� ƌŝǀĞƌ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƌĞĚ� ŝŶ� ŝƚƐ�
ŶĂŵĞ͊ 
^ƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ� ŽĨ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ͕� ƚŚĞ�

�ĚŝƟŽŶƐ� ĚƵ� �ůĠ� ŚĂĚ� Ă� ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
ĐĂůůĞĚ� �Z�&^͊� ĨŽƌ� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƚŚĞǇ�
ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ� � ƚŽ� ĐŽůůĞĐƚ� ϭϱϬ� ǀĞƌǇ�
ƐŚŽƌƚ� ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕� ĞĂĐŚ� ũƵƐƚ�
ϭϱϬ ǁŽƌĚƐ� ůŽŶŐ͘� dŚĞ� ĨŽƵƌ� ǁƌŝͲ
ƚĞƌƐ� ǁŚŽ� ƚŽŽŬ� ƉĂƌƚ� ŝŶ� ůĂƐƚ�
ǁŝŶƚĞƌΖƐ� ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ� ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�
ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ� Ăƚ� D'Z� ŚĂĚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐƵďŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ� ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ͘� /ƚ� ŝƐ� ĂůͲ
ǁĂǇƐ�ƐĂƟƐĨǇŝŶŐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ƌĞǁĂƌĚĞĚ͘�/�ǁŝƐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ĮŶĞ� ǁƌŝƟŶŐ͊� /ƚΖƐ� ǁŽƌƚŚ� ŶŽƟŶŐ�
ƚŚĂƚ� /� ǁŝůů� ďĞ� ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ� ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�
ƐĞƌŝĞƐ� ŽĨ� ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ� ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�

ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ� ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ� ŝŶ� :ĂͲ
ŶƵĂƌǇ͕� ϮϬϭϴ͘� /Ĩ� ǇŽƵ� ŬŶŽǁ� ĂŶǇ�
ďƵĚĚŝŶŐ�ǁƌŝƚĞƌƐ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ůĞƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�
ŬŶŽǁ͘ 
tŚŝůĞ� /� ǁĂƐ� ŝŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�

DŽŶƚƌĞĂů͕� /� ŚĂĚ� Ă� ǁĂƌŵ� ǁĞůͲ
ĐŽŵĞ� ĨƌŽŵ� EĂŶĐǇ� Z͘� >ĂŶŐĞ͕� Ă�
ƉŽĞƚ� ǇŽƵ� ŵĂǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƐĞĞŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ŚĞĂƌĚ� Ăƚ� ĞŝƚŚĞƌ� D'Z� Žƌ� ƚŚĞ�
�ůůŝĂŶĐĞ� ĨƌĂŶĕĂŝƐĞ͘� ^ŚĞ� ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�
ŵĞ� ƚŽ� ůĞĂĚ� ƚǁŽ� ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ� ŽŶ�
ŚĂŝŬƵ� ŝŶ� >ĂǀĂů� ĂŶĚ� ^ƚĞ͘� �ĚğůĞ͘�
^ŚĞ� ǁĂƐ� ĂůƐŽ� ŬŝŶĚ� ĞŶŽƵŐŚ� ƚŽ�
ŝŶǀŝƚĞ� ŵĞ� ƚŽ� ŚĞƌ� >ĂƵƌĞŶƟĂŶ�
ĐŽƩĂŐĞ� ǁŚĞƌĞ� ǁĞ� ƚĂůŬĞĚ� ĂŶĚ�
ƚĂůŬĞĚ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͘� ^Ž͍�
^ŽŵĞ� ƉĞŽƉůĞ� ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ� ďĂƐĞďĂůů�
ƐƚĂƟƐƟĐƐ͕�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĚĞůǀĞ�ĚĞĞƉ�ŝŶƚŽ�
�ĂůǌĂĐΖƐ�ŵĞƚĂƉŚŽƌƐ͘ 
�ŌĞƌ� ƐƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ĨĞǁ�

ǁĞĞŬƐ�ŶĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚ͘�>ĂǁƌĞŶĐĞ͕�ŝƚ� 
Continued on page 2 } 
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Get updates on activities at 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy on our  
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(www.maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca) 
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Should you wish to comment on 

this newsletter, or share 
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box 133-375 Deschambault St., 
St. Boniface, Manitoba, R2H 3B4 

or email us at 
info@maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca. 
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T ŚĞ� �ŽĂƌĚ� ŽĨ� DĂŝƐŽŶ� 'ĂďƌŝĞůůĞ-ZŽǇ� ŽīĞƌƐ� ŝƚƐ�
ƚŚĂŶŬƐ� ƚŽ� �ĂƉƟƐƚĞ�DĂƌĐğƌĞ͕� ǁŚŽƐĞ� ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚ�

ĂƐ�ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ĞŶĚĞĚ�ŝŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ͘ 

&Žƌ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͕��ĂƉƟƐƚĞ�ƚŽŽŬ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂůͲ
ůĞŶŐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽͲ
ŐƌĂŵŵŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�'ĂďƌŝĞůůĞ-ZŽǇ�ďƌƵŶĐŚ͘�,Ğ�
ŵĂĚĞ� Ă� ŵĂũŽƌ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ� ŵŽĚĞƌŶŝƐŝŶŐ�
ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌŝǌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�D'Z�ǁŽƌŬƐ͘�tĞ�ǁŝƐŚ�
Śŝŵ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞƐ�ŚŝƐ�ĐĂƌĞĞƌ͘ 

dŚĞ� ƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ĨŽƌ� Ă� ŶĞǁ� ĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ� ŝƐ� ƵŶĚĞƌǁĂǇ͘�
tŚŽĞǀĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞŐŝŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŐŝŶͲ
ŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ͘� /Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ� ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶĂů�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�
ůƵĐŬǇ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�
ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͕��ŚůŽĠ�WŽŝƌŝĞƌ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁŝůů�ǁŽƌŬ�ĨƵůůƟŵĞ�Ăƚ�
D'Z�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ͘ 

tĞ�ŽīĞƌ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƌŵĞƐƚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ĂƐ�ŐƵŝĚĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽŽŬ�
ŽŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�DĂǇ�Ɵůů� 
�ƵŐƵƐƚ�Ăƚ�D'Z͘�&ƌŽŵ�ůĞŌ�ƚŽ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͗� 
�ŚůŽĠ�WŽŝƌŝĞƌ͕�>ĂƵƌĞŶĐĞ��ƌĂŝŶǀŝůůĞ͕� 
�ǀĞ�>ĞŵŽŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�^ǇĚŶĞǇ�WƵŚĂĐŚ 
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BY MATHIEU VILLENEUVE 

The residence 

O ver the summer of 2017, thanks to 
the work of Baptiste Marcère, I was 

privileged to be able to take the position 
of writer-in-residence at Maison  
Gabrielle-Roy upon receiving a grant from 
the Government of Canada. For five 
weeks, in research for my next novel, 
which will focus on the Canadian West, I 
studied history books in the Centre du 
patrimoine, visited the most important 
places figuring in the history of Manitoba, 
and followed the trails of the old Red Ri-
ver Colony, of the Interlake and of New 
Iceland. I also had the good fortune to 
meet and talk with teachers from the Uni-
versity of St. Boniface and many people 
prominent in the field of Franco-
Manitoban culture. I would like to thank: 
Lise Gaboury-Diallo, Annette Saint-Pierre, 
Rhéal Cenerini, J.R. Léveillé, Robert Nico-
las, Étienne Rivard, Yves Labrèche, Doris 
Lemoine, Louise Dandeneau, Emma-
nuelle Rigaud, Paulette Duguay and, of 
course, the inimitable Stéphane Oystryk. 

Alternative History 
In his Illustrated Encyclopedia of 

Science Fiction, John Clute posits the idea 
that science fiction is a window opening 
onto the meaning of the world. Such wri-
ting does not tell us what to see, but ra-
ther where to look; it encourages us to 
imagine potential futures, parallel pre-
sents and possible pasts. In other words, 
science fiction urges us to be aware that 
our society cannot be limited to or sum-
med up by what appearances make us 
think. 

A particular sub- genre of science fic-
tion, uchronia, urges the reader to consi-
der the alternative versions of history that 
follow a Jonbar hinge. A Jonbar hinge, 
also called Jonbar point, is the fictional 
concept of a crucial point of divergence 

between two outcomes, a departure from 
the time line we know. For example, in 
Ward Moore's Bring the Jubilee, the sou-
thern states win the American Civil War. 
Philip K. Dick, the author of The Man in 
the High Castle, imagines that the Nazis 
and the Japanese win the 2nd World War. 
Vic Verdier has written a novel, L'Empire 
bleu sang, in which Jacques Cartier really 
does find precious stones at Cap-
Diamant, thus making Quebec the richest 
colony in all the Americas. 

Riel's Country 
In my proposed novel, the point of diver-

gence in time, the Jonbar point, occurs at 

the end of the 18th century, when a devas-
tating famine strikes France and Belgium. 
For ten years, boats carrying starving Eu-
ropeans land at Grosse-Île, Quebec City 
and Montreal. The incoming mass of mi-
grants forces Canada to send thousands 
of French-speaking colonists into the 
West, as yet still untamed. As a result, 
there will be no vote to set up a Confede-
ration; Louis Riel will not be hanged and 
the Red River Colony will never become a 
mere province. On the contrary, aided by 
Quebec, the United States and France, 
Manitoba will become a very influential 
country, altering the fate of the Métis and 
North American First Nations.  

Topicality of the  
Western Novel 

Several different interesting themes are 
played out in the novel.  

Firstly, there is history, for the violent 
subjugation of the Métis and of Native 
peoples in the Prairies and the execution 
of Louis Riel, the most serious abuses 
perpetrated by Canada, are replaced by a 
truly national project. 

Then, generic, because uchronia meets 
the western novel, a genre that is almost 
completely absent in French-Canadian 
literature, precisely because the Riel Af-
fair both stigmatized and repressed the 
collective story of the conquest of the 
West. 

Finally, there is the question of identity, 
as this western uchronia will celebrate the 
victory of the First Nations communities in 
the West - whose members have for long 
been considered in many different govern-
ments as a lesser species of mankind - 
and that of the French-speaking Métis 
nation which was, almost immediately 
after it appeared, cut off from power 
through a series of unjust laws. 

Past, Present and Future 
There is a growing groundswell of inte-

rest in rereading history: one can no lon-
ger question the importance of the Idle 
No More movement, of the many national 
enquiries held within First Nations com-
munities, of the recent public apologies 
from the Liberal premier of Ontario regar-
ding the forced assimilation of Franco-
Ontarians, nor of the renewed interest in 
the Métis question. Far from falling under 
the Siren spell of "pastism", this novel is 
wholly focussed on the future. Anyone 
who doesn't know his parallel pasts can-
not grasp the infinite diversity of his po-
tential futures... 

 

M a i s o n  G a b r i e l l e - R o y ’ s  n e w s l e t t e r  

DĂƚŚŝĞƵ�sŝůůĞŶĞƵǀĞ�ǁĂƐ�ďŽƌŶ� ŝŶ��ŚŝĐŽƵƟŵŝ�
ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϬ͘�,ŝƐ�ĨŽƌĞďĞĂƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ǁŽŽĚƐŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�ŐƌĞǁ�ƵƉ�ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚĂůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŐĞĚŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ͘� ,ŝƐ� ĮƌƐƚ� ŶŽǀĞů͕� �ŽƌĞĂůŝƵŵ� ƚƌĞͲ
ŵĞŶƐ͕� ǁĂƐ� ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ďǇ� >Ă� WĞƵƉůĂĚĞ� ŽŶ�
�ƵŐƵƐƚ�Ϯϵ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘ 

ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŵĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�DĂŶŝƚŽďĂ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞǀŽƚĞĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŬƵŬĂŝ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
<ƵŬĂŢ�ZŽƵŐĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ͘��ƚ�ŽƵƌ�
ůĂƐƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͕�Ă�ƉŝĐŶŝĐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
^ƚ͘�EŽƌďĞƌƚ��ƌƚƐ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�ŽŶ�
�ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϰƚŚ͕�ǁĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�
ŚĂŝƐŚĂƐ�;ŚĂŝŬƵ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐͿ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂŝďƵŶƐ�
;ƚƌĂǀĞů�ũŽƵƌŶĂůƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚĂŝŬƵƐͿ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�

ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ƵƐ͕�ĚŽŶΖƚ�
ŚĞƐŝƚĂƚĞ͕�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĮŶĚ�ƵƐ�Ăƚ�
D'Z�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ�
ŽĨ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŵŽŶƚŚ͕�Ăƚ�ϳ Ɖ͘ŵ͘�
zŽƵ�ĚŽŶΖƚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�
ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚĂŝŬƵ͖�ǁĞΖůů�
ƚĞĂĐŚ�ǇŽƵ͘��ůů�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�
ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ͘ 
/�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŝŶŐ�ŵǇ�

ǁŽƌŬ�ĂƐ�ǁƌŝƚĞƌ-ŝŶ-ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞ�

ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ĨĂůů͕�
ǁŝŶƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘�
/Ŷ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
�ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ĚĞƐ��ƵƚĞƵƌ͘Ğ͘Ɛ�
ĚƵ�DĂŶŝƚŽďĂ�ĨƌĂŶĕĂŝƐ͕�ƉůĂŶƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƐ�ƚŽ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞ�
Ă�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�ĐŝƌĐůĞ͘��Ɛ�ĨŽƌ�ŵǇ�
ŽǁŶ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�/�Ăŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐ�
ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ĨŽƌ�Ă�
ƉůĂǇ͕�Ă�ůŝƩůĞ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ƉŽǁĞƌ͘ 

t� d/D��dK��Z��D��E��tZ/d�� �ŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉĂŐĞ�ϭ 
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Livres en fête/Thin Air :  
Quebec Writers to Visit,  
September 29, 7.30 p.m. $10 

Members of the public are invited to 
meet two well-known women writers from 
Quebec - and to enjoy some tasty titbits. 
In her first novel, À la recherche de New 
Babylon (La Peuplade, 2015), Dominique 
Scali examined the myth of the Far West. 
Virginia Pésémapéo Bordeleau, a Cree-
Métis, continues to explore an organic 
world, where elements of family and land, 
mythical animals, plants and rocks cons-
tantly renew its energy. 

An Afternoon on the Veranda - 
Sat. Sept. 30 from 2 p.m. till 
4 p.m., no charge  

This is a unique chance to hear local 
Francophone writers read extracts from 
their work, in the shade of the leafy elm 
trees at Maison Gabrielle-Roy. This year, 
our writer-in-residence, Bertrand Nayet, 
has invited Guy Gauthier, Diane Lavoie, 
Louise Dandeneau, Roger Léveillé, Robert 
Nicolas and Charles Leblanc. 

Nuit Blanche, Sat. Sept. 30,  
no charge 

The evening begins at 7 p.m. with a 
performance of the play A Visit with  
Mélina. In this English version of Suzanne 
Kennelly's La visite chez Mélina, Paulette 

Duguay will play Gabrielle Roy's mother 
and give an intimate view of the house. In 
the basement, Léa Pool's beautiful, nos-
talgic 1995 film on Gabrielle Roy will be 
screened on a loop. Visitors will also be 
able to take guided tours of the house. 

A Visit with Mélina,  
two Saturdays, October 21  
and 28 at 11 a.m., $10,  
children under 16 admitted free 

Tickets for these final shows of the year 
will be on sale at the door, but can also 
be bought on line on our Website 

(http:maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca) (http://
maisongabrielleroy.mb.ca/). 

Hallowe'en at Gabrielle's,  
Saturday Oct. 21, Afternoon,  
no charge  
Once again, adults, and children in parti-
cular, are invited to celebrate Hallowe'en 
at MGR. The programme includes: our 
traditional pumpkin-carving contest, scary 
stories and some crafts that are as crea-
tive as Dr. Frankenstein's! Further details 
will be announced in the media. 

Franco-European writers from 
the Canadian West, Monday  
evening, Oct. 30, no charge 

F a l l  p r o g r a m m i n g  a t  M G R  

New Boardwalk 
MGR’s new boardwalk is complete. The 

cost of materials was partly covered by a 
GoFundMe campaign that raised $1,335. 
The work was entirely carried out by some 
volunteers to whom we offer our very sin-
cere thanks. They are: Julien Allard,  
Dominick Blais, Roland Dion, Jean  
Dumas, Jacques Gagnon, Jacqueline  
Gosselin, Regis Gosselin and Baptiste 
Marcère. The next work to be undertaken 
in the renovation of MGR will be the exte-
rior painting of the building and the repair 
of the posts on the verandah. We hope to 
begin the work this fall. 

Writing Competition 
Maison Gabrielle-Roy organized a wri-

ting competition Notre terre (Our Land) in 
recognition of the 150th anniversary of 
the founding of Canada; the winners were 
announced on July 1st. The winners in the 
grades 11 and 12 category were Justine 
Sutherland (1st), Sophie Moulaison (2nd) 
and Callum Goulet-Kilgour (3rd). For the 
over-18 category, the 1st prize was 

awarded to Blandina Arts, the 2nd to  
Gisèle Beaudry, the 3rd to Alfred Lauren-
celle and the 4th to Linda Racicot. Congra-
tulations to all the winners. Their texts 
were published in La Liberté on July 12, 
2017. We offer thanks to all who partici-
pated and to the sponsors of the competi-
tion: Canada 150 Fund, Francofonds, 
Chapters and Prairie Fire. 

Marie-Anna Roy in the Limelight 
The basement of Maison Gabrielle-Roy 

was packed to the rafters on August 30th 
to watch the film Marie-Anna Adèle Roy, 
maîtresse d'école et écrivaine de l'Ouest 
canadien (et quelques observations con-
cernant Gabrielle Roy). The documentary 
about Gabrielle Roy's sister was produced 
by Cheryl Georget Soulodre, professor of 
French at the University of Saskatchewan.  

We are very grateful to Mme Georget 
Soulodre who came to St. Boniface for 
the occasion and who gladly answered 
questions from the over 40 attendees. 
We hope to show the documentary again 
at some time on the coming months. 

 

A Family Visit 
On  August 18, MGR was delighted to 

receive a visit from Guy Corriveau,  
Gabrielle Roy's nephew. (His mother was 
Marcel Carbotte's sister.) Mr. Corriveau 
presented to us the original certificate 
that formally named Gabrielle-Roy Island, 
situated in the Interlake. He also donated 
documents  to the Centre du patrimoine 
in St. Boniface. Our grateful thanks to  
Mr. Corriveau, seen on the left of the pho-
to as he handed the naming certificate to 
Julien Allard, vice-president of MGR. 

WĂƵůĞƩĞ��ƵŐƵĂǇ� ĂƐ�DĠůŝŶĂ�ZŽǇ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƉůĂǇ� 
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&XOWXUH� DQQRXQFHG� WKDW� WKH� SXEOLFDWLRQ�
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V� ILUVW� QRYHO� LQ� -XQH�
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���4XHEHF�KDV�D�ODZ�RQ�WKH�
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IDFW� WKH� ILUVW� 4XpEHFRLV� QRYHO� ZLWK� DQ�
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DFWXDOLWHV���������OHV-YRL[-GH-PRQWUHDO-
VDLQW-KHQUL-XQ-SDVVH-HQ-TXHWH-GDYHQLU� 
2Q�$XJXVW� ��� ������ WKH� GDLO\�0pWUR� LQ�
0RQWUHDO� UDQ� DQ� DUWLFOH� DERXW� WKH�0RQ�
WUHDO� GLVWULFW� WKDW� ZDV� PDGH� IDPRXV� LQ�
%RQKHXU�G
RFFDVLRQ�� 

Many thanks... 
l to Rinella Printers Limited for 
sponsoring parts of the printing costs of 
this newsletter; 

l to Doreen Pruden for the English 
translation of this newsletter. 

 

Provincial Support 
The Manitoba  Francophone Affairs 
Secretariat has, for the financial 
year 2017-2018, renewed the 
$50,000 annual grant that Maison 
Gabrielle-Roy has received over 
several years. We wish to thank 
the Manitoba government for its 
ongoing support, that allows MGR 
to maintain the house where  
Gabrielle Roy was born, to promote 
information about the life and 
works of the writer, to encourage 
reading and writing in French and 
to contribute to economic tourism 
in the province, especially but not 
only among Francophone visitors. 


